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Home Music 4 X 4.
4 miniatures for Flute, Oboe, Clarinet and Violoncello. 

This piece was written in 1981 for the Willson family.  It was privately 
performed in their barn at the Stambourne Singers annual  "madrigal 
dinner". At the time I was "fixer" for this small chamber choir and was 
one of its three basses.

It was conceived as a light hearted piece for home amusement. Tempi 
and instrumentation were necessarily flexible to reflect the skill of the 
players and the instruments available.

It was submitted for a Composer's worskshop held on 5th October 
1983 and organised by Eastern Arts with the chamber group Gemini 
(Director : Peter Wiegold ) and was included in the final concert of 
their residency at The Towngate, Basildon on 8th October 1983. The 
oboe part was played on the violin on this occasion.

The performers were 
William Sleath: Flute
Ian Mitchell: Clarinet
Krysia Osostowicz: Violin
Rhydian Shaxson: Violoncello

It was my first encounter with professional musicians and seemed like 
a really big deal at the time. The workshop was held on the stage of the 
theatre with a few relatives and hangers-on in the audience. I remember 
driving from Harmondsworth where I had spent the day on a training 
seminar. The traffic was heavy and I drove all the way across London 
to Basildon, anxious not to be late. The concert at the weekend was 
somewhat similar in atmosphere to the workshop but with larger 
numbers because more friends and relatives of those taking part were 
present to enjoy our allotted ten minutes of glory.
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 Great Bardfield, 6th March 1981
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