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Winter makes a big impression on the new arrival in Russia. 
It lasts such a long time!  My imagination was not prepared. 
For twenty years I had lived in a small village in East Anglia 
where winter was two or three falls of snow that melted in a 
few days.

This piece is a abstract kaleidoscope of my first winter in a 
city landscape and that long journey through to Spring.

Every day we make familiar journeys, seeing new points of 
detail as the familiar is changed by many contrasts of light 
and sound.  

There are many images to remember from my journeys back 
and forth to the Conservatory: the crisp-clear hard line of 
architectural structure seared by brilliant sunshine against the 
winter sky; early morning street sounds that were muffled by a 
new heavy fall of snow; the blindness from snowflakes that 
danced lightly in the wind and those wonderful bustling colourful 
evening street scenes on Nevsky Prospect - snatches of tunes 
and rhythms of the city as we walked along.

There are no specific images in this piece; only an attempt to 
capture mood. The musical material grows and changes in its 
reappearances as we travel through this aural landscape. It, like 
life, is episodic in nature; snatches of tunes emerge and disappear 
within this framework and can only be heard in full when we stop 
briefly to listen before we walk on by.  The arrival of Spring is 
violent; plant life struggling to free itself from the winter wasteland.

I like winter!

Peter Dyson
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